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Program Overview

Mission investing balances both impact and return on investment, filling the space
between grants and endowment investments—and supporting mission-aligned
organizations that can deliver both return of capital and impacts to advance the
Foundation’s priorities.
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How the Foundation makes mission investments

Working in close partnership with initiative and Investments teams, the Foundation’s Mission
Investing team employs a full spectrum of financial instruments or tools, including loans, equity
investments and pooled funds/intermediaries. We carefully consider the appropriate tool for each
opportunity, balancing risk, return on investment, and impact on a case-by-case basis.

From increasing access to and lowering the cost of
reproductive health care, to scaling climate
innovations, to helping Indigenous communities
reclaim ancestral land, mission investing bridges
the gap between philanthropy and markets to drive
meaningful impact toward our mission.

Quick Facts about the Foundation’s Mission Investing

The Packard Foundation’s Mission Investing
program is among the longest-running
philanthropic mission investing programs
in the U.S., active since 1980. Today, the
program is a national leader in impact
investing, showing how philanthropy can
mobilize debt and equity capital in flexible ways
for greater change.

LEARN MORE

As of 2025, the Foundation has made
over 350 mission investments across all
priority issues, deploying $1.02 billion or
about $30 million annually.

Mission Investing's current portfolio invests in
approximately 65% nonprofit organizations
and 35% for-profit organizations.

For more information about the Packard Foundation’s California Communities initiative,
visit www.packard.org/approach/mission-investing.
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